A comparison between disk diffusion and microdilution for susceptibility testing of Mycobacterium fortuitum complex.
We evaluated a disk diffusion method using Mueller-Hinton agar for susceptibility testing of Mycobacterium fortuitum complex organisms. Ninety-five strains were tested both by broth microdilution and disk diffusion. Global results showed good correlation for all antimicrobials except for clarithromycin and erythromycin. However, when the results were analyzed according to species, correlation was poor except for a few antimicrobials. The analysis of the resistant/susceptible results was good for all the antimicrobials tested except azithromycin and erythromycin. In conclusion, the disk diffusion technique could be useful as a screening technique for some antibiotics, but the results must be confirmed by using an accepted reference technique.